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: Spring and Caton came here 1n 1833, Grant Goodrj
%iiilérbg B&E}orri, James H. Cc_lllins in 1834, William B, Ogdzg
George Manierre, Alonzo Huntington, Ebenezer Peck, Jonathay
Young Scammon and Justin Butterfield 1n 1335, Isaac N. Arnold,
John Wentworth, Mark Skinner and Henry Brown in 1836, Lisle
Smith, Thomas Hoyne, N. B. Judd, George Meeker and Mahlon
D. Ogden 1n 1837, Edward G. Ryan 1n 1836, Hugh T. Dickey in
1838, Calvin De Wolf came October 31, 1837, John Wentworth
October 25, 1836. William H. Brown came here in 1835. Ip
1834 the number of lawyers was eleven and their names were : Rus-
«ell E. Heacock, R. J. Hamilton, Giles Spring, John Dean Caton,
E. W. Casey, A. N. Fullerton, James H. Collins, James Grant,
Grant Goodrich, Henry Moore, and Buckner S. Morris. Five of
these men reached the bench, and all attained distinction.

The first meeting of the Chicago bar was held some time in July,
1835, and was called to pay respect to the memory of Chief Justice
Marshall, who died July 6, 1835. The members present were: A.
N. Fullerton, E. W. Casey, Grant Goodrich, Buckner S. Morris,
Henry Moore, and Royal Stewart.

From 1834 to 1840 many young men of education and family
distinction came to Chicago to locate and engage in the practice of
the law, but all who thus came did not remain. Among these were
Henry Moore, Joseph N. Balestier of Brattleboro, Vt., George An-
son, Oliver Beaumont, Fisher Ames Harding of Rhode Island, and
Fletcher Webster, the son of Daniel Webster. While here in 1837
Webster was at the head of the firm of Webster & Harding.

The celebrated Thomas F. Marshall came to Chicago just before
the breaking out of the war and engaged in the practice for a short
time. ]osgph Blackburn glso practiced here for a short time in con-
;lizg;lon with his brother just before the breaking out of the rebel-

. ’gé‘l;:tfee; Ofr-T udge_Caton 1S not 011_1}’ unique in local history, but
of June, 1833 extraordinary. He arrived in Chicago on the 19th
¥ vomideia He was here when Chicago was nothing but a small
brought befo ?ths. He PI’Othecu_ted_the first criminal who was ever
tried the ﬁrstli‘z}'lcou-rt.af justice in Chicago and commenced and
engaged in th;:;e Sm%ln a court of record in this county and was
counties. ry first jury case ever tried in Will and Kane
a 1 .
m]SénmE: Eﬁdczlthrll—? (izglme to ,the State in 1833 and took up a claim
saleitation of 1 dwo erman’s Grove, in Kendall county. At the
York, and wholli Ee Ca’gc)n,_wh{? knew him while residing in New
ﬁnter;d into pa ? E e 2 h15_ office, he abandoned farming Hf_‘d
1834. Th; partnership with him in the practice of the Jaw 11
> arrangement lasted but a year, when a partnership W23

f .
G?Igi‘itsféggﬂéthlmsqlf and Justin Butterfield under the firm name
Collins, which soon took a very high rank, Not
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only in the city of Chicago, but throughout the Sia:
both well grounded in their profession. and we PR
determination. and perseverance. Collins was a man of ; :
He was one of the earliest and most violent abo]itioni:t::c?t :OH i
He ]y_:]onged to that. group ot men like Dr. Charles V_ f)l-n 55 e
Codding, Z. Eastman, L. C. P. Freer, Farnsworth, Geopae g 202
Carlos Haven, H. B. Hurd, Chancellor L. Tenkg_?and tﬁ: ioafn_e =5
H?_Was e];:lgagedfln 11]:he defense of Owen -Lovejov. the brc:-;heé? };t:
]lgshsl;h, who was toully murdered at Alton by a pro-slavery mob in
Gmpt Goodrich OCC‘l.lpiES a high rank among the pioneer lawvers
- of Chicago. He becar_ne a partner here of Giles Spring in 1834.
No one who engaged in the practice here ever pursued his prof‘:es;
sion with greater diligence and success than he. and no one has a
better record for honor and hdelity than he. He was for some
time a partner of George Scoville, and in 1854 entered into partner-
ship with William W. Farwell, who was afterward elected to the
arcuit bench, and in 1856 Sidnevy Smith entered the firm. and it
became Goodrich, Farwell & Smith. In 1857 he went to Europe and
remained there until the spring of 1859. Upon his return he was
e elected one of the judges of the Superior Court of Chicago, which
- he held for one term.
. In 1847 the Constitution of the State of Illinois was revised and
B ?Mf judicial system adopted for the State, in and by which the
. Judiciary was made elective. A County Court was established in
. tach count with probate jurisdiction. to be held by one judge, who
- Was to be elected by the qualified voters of the county and hold four

cI€ men of great

- Byanact of the General Assembly, approved November 3, 1849,
- entitled “An act to establish the Tenth Judicial Circuit, and to fix

i

"

2 times of holding courts in the Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, and

'i.'.r-;- .|—.'
B SN
o

,]ﬂdiﬁal Circuitﬁ, and for other purPOSES-” 1t was prorided
- In the 11th section as follows: “From and after the first Monday
~ In January next, the Circuit Court in and for the county of Cook
| be holden on the first Mondays of May and December in each
1d that there shall be added to the name and title of the ‘Cook
e B ereated by an act of the Legislature, approved on
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21st of February, 1845, and referred to in the 2lst section of
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e of the Constitution, the words of ‘Common Plea% SE
tle and name of said court shall henceforward be the.d loot-
Court of Common Pleas,’ and the regular terms o{ sarf P?esb—
September in each vear. instead of a
ated by law» and the ssid Cook County Court of Caqust
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e ce arising oOr instituted within said coun
j(id;;llfein{;fl;ﬂfig e;ny wise tg the cor_ltrf;try qotwithstanding, a;% Slfl
appeajls from justices of the peace within said county of Cook shall
be taken and carried to whichever of Salc} c?}wts the term of ‘which
shall be held next after any such appeal shail have been applieq o,
en.”
andByt Et:a.kn act of the General A'ssembl):‘, approved February 6, 1849
it was provided by the lst section that on the first Monday of
April, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred apg
forty-nine, and every fourth year thereafter, an election shall be helq
in Cook county, at which election thfare shall be chosen one judge
of the court created by an act entitled ‘An act to establish the
Cook County Court,” approved February 21, 1845, also a clerk of
said court, and a prosecuting attorney, to pertorm the duties pro-
vided for in said act, who shall each hold their respective offices for
the term of four years and until their successors shall be elected
and qualified.”

Giles Spring was a phenomenon—a natural born lawyer. His
education was quite limited, and he paid little respect to the rules of
orammar, yet he could present a point of law to the court and argue
the facts of the case to the jury with a clearness and force seldom
equaled. In argument he possessed a keenness of analysis, a force
of compact, crushing logic which bore down all opposition. He
studied law in Ashtabula, in the law office of Renjamin F. Wade
and Joshua R. Giddings, and removed to Chicago in 1833, and six-
teen years after, or 1n 1849, was elected judge of the Cook County
Court of Common Pleas. On the death of Spring, in May, 1851,
Mark Skinner was elected judge of the Cook County Court of Com-
mon Pleas and held the office for two years. He was succeeded
by Judge John M. Wilson, one of the most remarkable jurists, in
some respects, that ever held a judicial position in the courts of this
county. He possessed great grasp of intellect and strong reasoning
powers, and was master of the common law and the science of
p}eadmg, and was equally at home on the chancery side. He pre-
Slfied wﬁh great dignity on all trials, ruled with promptness, and
disposed, in the course of a year, of an immense amount of business.

Mark Skinner spent a year at the New Haven Law School, then

entered the office of Judge FEzek Cowen at Sarat oga Springs, 2 cele-

brated lawyer, and finished his studies under the tutelage of Nich-
olas Hill at Albany, who was a master of his profession, and wWho
S never had his superior in this or any other country 1

analyzing a case and making a brief and presenting the law points.

Mr. Skinner arrived here j G
miFtEd to the ere 1n July, 1836. He was soon aite




the profession. He was identified wit _

prise and improvement which was Pml]?ecageﬂéoztuf; e;:}’hpub_hc enter-
was city attorney in 1840, school inspector in 1847 I}S time. He
district attorney i 1844, was a member of the e nited States
was chairman of the meeting called by the citizeis

1846 to make the necessary arrangements for th

Sanitary commussion during the war. |
Illinois Charitable Eye and g]-i‘,m‘ Infirmary z?nglv awfras lé?jtiznc}f Ehg
with the Chicago Relief and Aid society, the Home of t{he Fm?C ii
less and the Reform School. s
Justin Butterfield was without doubt one of the greatest lawvers
of his time and belongs to that early group who attained natigfi:f
distinction. He was appointed commissioner of the General Land
Office in June, 1849, his rival being Abraham Lincoln. Daniel
Webster was a great friend of Butterfield and Butterfield recipro-
cated the friendship, dressed like him, and imitated to a oreat ex-
tent his methods. He took part in many noted trials and many
anecdotes are told of his powers and quaint methods. One of the
most remarkable cases that he ever engaged in was that of Joe
Smith, the great head of the Mormon Church at Nauvoo.
Thomas Hoyne was one of the most eminent lawyers that ever
practiced at the Chicago bar. He came here in 1839 to meet the
early friend and companion of his youth, George Manierre, who
had preceded him but a few years. His career is something unique
n our history, for, commencing with a clerkship in the Circuit
Court clerk’s office, he afterward filled the office of city clerk, pro-
bate judge, United States district attorney, United States marshal
- and acting mayor of the city of Chicago.
- Among the most enterprising public-spirited and useful citizens
- Wwas Jonathan Young Scammon. He came here in 1833 and was
- 2ppointed reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court of Illinois

A 139 and issued four volumes, which bear the marks of great

} '-:..". "f-"_‘
"l LN
i

| @ and industry. The first edition of Volume I of his reports

B 0ved by fire in December, 1840, while in the hands of the
§ b HRUen, causing a heavy loss of time and money. i

B his reports for

- mon labored under many difficulties in preparing
at preface to Volume I
S se ears that printed abstracts and briefs

lication is evident by what he says in the

series, from which it a
ﬁi}’ unknown and pge had to prowl fanEt e r?ci};‘];l
and briefs of the appellant and then sit by and take notes of the
Doints and authorities of the appellee at the time the case
4Tgued, as no briefs were required to be filed by the aggfs e;f Cook
Henry W. Blodgett was one of the early pion

¥
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county, and for many years occupied a seat upon the bench
of the United States District and Circuit courts. Henry Moore
came to Chicago in 1834 from Concord, Mass., and was admitted
to the bar the same year. He was a lawyer of fine abilities, 5 very
Jttractive and interesting speaker and very soon became pProminent
e was for a short time a partner of E. G. Ryan. Henry Browp
came here in 1836 and was soon after elected a justice of the peace
and in 1842 became city attorney. ke prepared a history of Illinoié
in 1844.

Paul Cornell may be regarded as among the most enterprising
men ever connected with the Chicago bar. He studied law in the
office of William A. Richardson at Rushville. He first came to
Chicago in 1845, but did not remain permanently. He returned on
June 1, 1847. John M. Wilson had recently removed here and had
formed a partnership with L. C. P. Freer, and Cornell became 2a
clerk in their office. He was afterward employed in the office of
James H. Collins and of Skinner & Hoyne, and on Mr. Hoyne being
elected probate judge he acted as clerk.

In 1851 he formed a partnership with William T. Barron and
they did a large business. In 1856 Barron was elected probate
judge, when he became associated with the late Judge John A.
Jameison and Perkins Bass, and after that with H. N. Hibbard, the
firm being Cornell, Jameison & Hibbard.

He always had great faith in the future of Chicago and invested
largely in real estate. He purchased the town site of Hyde Park,
laid it out into lots and sold many of them and improved the rest.
He also laid out Grand Crossing, built a hotel there and established
a watch factory. He took a great interest in schools and churches
and contributed largely to their support. He was an ardent sup-
porter of the project for establishing parks in the south division

of the city and was for a number of years one of the park commis-
sioners.

Calvin De Wolf arrived in Chicago October 31, 1837, and in 1838
entered the law office of Spring & Goodrich. He was admitted to
the bar in May, 1843. He was elected a justice of the peace in 1854
and held the office up to 1879 when he resumed the practice, but did
not continue it long. In his early days he was an abolitionist of
the most pronounced type and belonged to that well-known school
of philosophers and philanthropists of which Dr. Dyer, George
Manierre and Owen Lovejoy were types. ;
, .Har"'&}' B Hurd belongs to the old regime, although he did not
join the Chicago bar until 1846. In 1847 he began the study of
law in the office of Calvin De Wolf and was admitted to the bar
n 1848, He commenced practice with Carlos Haven, who after
ward dIStmg‘Jl_Shecl himself as State’s attorney for the Cook and
Lake.m““t}’ circuit. He was one of the founders of the flourish-
'Ng city of Evanston and took up his residence there in 1855




Chicago bar. He studied law in the office of Monell, H
Monell of Hudson, and was admitted to the bar inj 1847

summer of that year he came to Chicago and formed 2 pa-rt
with J. Y. Scammon, which continued many years.

Fuller became a member of the firm about 1859,

' . : whi h ‘
until his death. No one at the bar had 5 more van:eil e;(;?:;iii
than Mr. McCagg. No lawyer at the Chicago bar traveled so much

3 as he, and none had such opportunities tq ke hi
3 B 20 well read as he. make himself well
Col. James M. Strode was a member of the Chicago b
prosecuting attorney from about 1844 to 1848. He wéioidea;ti?izg
with the bar of Joe Daviess, Cook and McHenry counties. His
name is attached to a letter signed by the leading citizens of Chi.
v cago addressed to Alexan_der McKinzie, dated October 3, 1838

for himself.” Mr. McKinzie replied to this highly complimentary
letter on the 11th of October, 1838, which is addressed to H. L.
Rucker, J. M. Strode, Buckner S. Morris and others, acknowledg-

ing the receipt of the communication and naming Thursday evening,
- the 18th, as the benefit night. The colonel was not only a devotee
- of the law, but a patron of the drama.

/illiam H. Brown was one of the most useful citizens that Chi-
- ‘@go ever had and the bar should be proud of his exemplary char-

~ acter. He was one of the most careful and trustworthy lawyers that

]
4
-

w* a client or tried a case. His business was strictly an
- [NtE business, and in his later years he did nothing but attend
Casey of New Hampshire was the fifth lawyer to
R abode here, in 1833, and was for a time deputy clerk
. Nchard J. Hamilton, clerk of the Circuit court. He practiced
. S0me time in partnership with Buckner S. Morris, the firm name
€n HL& Casey. He was a strong and vigorous lawyer and
s Grant, the sixth member of the Chicago bar, was admitted

iCtice in this State March 26, 1836. In 1836 he represented

F Bronson in making sales of some seven thousand acres of
: terminus of the Illinois and Michigan canal. In 1836

L partnership with Francis Peyton. which continued until
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James Curtis came here early, and was a shrewd lawyer 5,

3 'ld
of ability. He set himself up as the champion of the PerIeIEig
was more inclined to talk politics than practice law, had miany

oood traits in his character and drew around him many frien .
and adherents. He was elected mayor of the City 1n 1847 an(
again in 1850. He was appointed by judge Hugh T Dickey the
first clerk of the old Cook County court, now the Superior Cotire
of Cook county. ' '

Ebenezer Peck filled for a considerable period g2 large nlace In
the public affairs of this State. He was born in Portland, Me |
but moved to Montreal at a very early age, where he was educate
and admitted to the bar. He rose to the position of king’s counge] |
and was elected a member of the Provincial Parliament of Canadj |
Fast. He came here in 1835 and soon showed his forcible man-
ner. He was elected to the State Senate in 1838 to fil] the unex-
pired term of Peter Pruyne, deceased.

George W. Meeker came to Chicago in 1837, studied with Spring
& Goodrich, and was admitted to the bar in 1839. and Very soon
after formed a partnership with Mr. Manierre. He was for a time
clerk of the United States court and was for many years United
States Court commissioner. He was considered a very fine office
lawyer ; was well versed in the statute law of the State and especially
the statutes of the United States, and was an authority on all points
of practice arising in the Federal courts.

In 1854 a system of police magistrates was established for the
whole State. At the municipal election in 1855 police justices were
voted for under an old act relating to Chicago without any regard
to the new act, although there were very many who believed that
by the law as it then existed police magistrates alone should be
voted for. The consequence was that both police magistrates and
police justices were voted for The police justices received an over-
whelming vote. W. . otickney, Calvin De Wolf, and Nathan
Allen received a few votes, having been voted for as police magis-
trates. A case was taken to the Supreme court, and it was decided
that under the circumstances either title would bompl}’ with the tru¢

Intent and meaning of the law, and Mr. Sticlmey was offered a

certificate of election and 4 commission, but he said that the citizens
having so unmistakably

tak indicated their preferences, he would not
ake advantage of any technieality, and therefore refused the com:

e ) attGl‘HE}’ 1n 1837, and served in that capacit}’ UHF;I
e He & Lol Stone for the mutder of ]_'_,ncretlt
ompson, which was tried at the April term of the Circuit Cour

of Cook County, 1840, before H sided
. ; : on. John Pearson, who pre
Stone was defended by Justin Butterfield and S. Lisle Smith, and
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from beginning to end the trial was attended

incidents. Stone.was c'_:'_lnvicted and finally execﬁi’e&nany dramatic
In 1_85.1'2 Daniel MCL]}'O}’ and Patrick Ballingal] -we

ing criminal lawyers, and Mr. McElroy was at T3l tI:e the Ieac}-

attorney and pro_secuted George W. Green for 1me Statels

wife with strychnine. He was succeeded by C poisoning his

arlos
proved to be one of the most successfyl prosecut Haven, who
had. He was the very embodiment of honesty
never insisted upon a conviction when he hecas

ne convinced th
there ought not to be one, but he was the terror of the wicked ana;

they fled before him.

Patriclc_Bal_lingall was a man ot unusual acumen and shrewdness,
and, considering the great disadvantages that he labored under in
his yoqth, it 1s quite wonderful what success he had and what a
reputation he established. That he attained distinction is evidenced
by the fact that he was more than once elected to the office of State's
attorney, and was one of the delegates from this county to the Con-
stitutional convention in 1847
Daniel McElroy came to Chicago in 1844, and was twice elected
State’s attorney.

Carlos Haven was succeeded by Joseph Knox, Charles H. Reed,
Luther Laflin Mills, Julius H. Grinnell, and Joel Longenecker as
public prosecutors.

George Ingham, who was the assistant prosecutor under Mills,
was possessed of the most wonderful gifts, and his earnestness and
directness always attracted attention. Charles G Neely was an as-
sistant under Longenecker, also achieved a wide reputation while
acting on behalf of the State. h

Joseph Knox was a natural born lawyer and was one-olg 'trE
- most effective jury lawyers that ever practiced in the Rock Ri ei
~ Valley. He was very direct and at times very dramatic 1 e
~ entation of a case, and was for years engaged m the trial of more
- cases than any other lawyer of his time.

B e . ; . d soon after
= Charles W. Reed was adrx;;ttle{d to theI—lljjrrl; iiii: i:r]ith e a
- became a pa nox. _

B paminer of poe Chicago in 1860, and in 1864 was

~ elected State’s attorney, and was re€lected two Successﬁe&mrles
AR | s associated in the defense o

~ In the winter of 1882 he wa
- Luteau for the murder of Garfield. { was considered a

1 abilities, an r
: tate’s attorney.
efficient S L o

T‘W&s a man of great natura
t Greek scholar. He was a most I
e success of Julius H. Grinnell 1n mo his term of office he
ﬁthmg phenomenal. Durln%‘ tﬁz most remarkable
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in Cook county in corrupt practices, and was triumphant ip all of
them. ; * s

John Van Arnam, One of the most _noteq criminal lawyers i
the country, came to Chicago from Michigan in 1859{ and practiced
with distinction. Emory A. Storrs was a great criminal lawyer
but he did not make 1t a specialty. William O’Brien was another
great criminal lawyer. He was a man of great natural abilities

and brain power. _ |
E. G. Asay, for a considerable period antedating the fire, did
large criminal business, and was very successful. Augustus H. Vap
Buren, his father, Evert Van Buren, A. S. Trude, and Charles
M. Hardy all attained celebrity in the management of criminal
cases. Leonard Swett was a man who pursued a lofty ideal and
was above trickery and chicanery. He was in appearance almost
the counterpart of Abraham Lincoln, and was his intimate friend
and practiced with him on the circuit long before his removal to
Chicago.

In addition to the above William S. Forrest, Russell M. Wing,
Daniel Donahue, William J. Hynes, Kickham Scanlan, Daniel
Munn, and William S. Elliott have all attained distinction in the
practice of the criminal law. Mr. Forrest has made criminal juris-
prudence a specialty, and has studied the subject scientifically, and
the same may be said of Mr. Wing and several others.

There is no branch of law so mugh neglected and so illy under-
stood as that of the criminal law. In cities like Chicago the office
of State’s attorney has risen to the importance of the home depart-
ment in England and should be filled by not only a learned and
fzxperienced lawyer, but one of the greatest integrity and well versed
in public affairs.

The administration of the criminal law during the pioneer per iod
was attended with far more certainty than at the present time, and
there was far less nonsense and trifling indulged in than character-
1zes the trial of cases of this character in our courts at the present
time. If we are to judge of the manner in which criminal cases are
disposed of by an examination of the reports of this State, 1t would
appear that all criminal cases are determined by an equation of
errors instead of on their merits, and that we have made no progres>

at all since Judge Lockwood made his celebrated decision in the ¢as¢
of McKinney vs. People (2 Gil., 248) in 1845.

1 The criminal law at the present time is the least studied and the
}f:ast understood of any branch of the law, and our courts s¢€™ to
ave but one idea about it, and that is to be cuided solely by the

technical rules of the se : st
venteent | no again
the State h century, to rule everything as

and to not only give the def £ encly
endant the benefit of €7~

g?l.lbté s reasonable and unreasonable, but also every possibility

as 2 Gubt' In the pioneer period penitentiaries were not fegardet
Summer resorts which were to be run on the European plam bt

e Py T .
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a place of penance, and persons whep convicte
do something besides sit around and calcy]
being set at liberty by those who are : ¥

judge held the Circuit court for 2 long period,’a??}?o;};djiiég

McLean of the United States Supreme court was the judge of this
circuit, which was called the Seventh, from 1837 down to the t;
his death in 1861, il
Nathaniel Pope was the first judge to hold a Federal court in
Chicago, which was in 1837, over George W. Meeker's store, on
Lake street, between Clark and Dearborn. Judge Drummond ’also
held court for a short time in the same place, but very soon after
Judge Drummond removed from Galena to Chicago, and perhaps
betore, the United States courts were held in what was known
as the Saloon building, at the southeast corner of Clark and Lake
streets. In 1857 the United States courts were removed to the
Larmon building, corner of Clark and Washington. Immediately
after the fire the courts, with the custom house, were removed to
Congress hall, at the corner of Michigan avenue and Congress street,
then they were transferred to the Republic Life building, on La
Salle street, and later to the Government building, at the corner of

Dearborn and Monroe streets. :
Abraham Lincoln, prior to 1860, tried many cases in the United

States District courts. The last case he tried in any of the courts 1n

Cook county was what is known as the “Sand bar” case, which

involved title to a large amount of “shore” property on Lake Michi-

gan, north of the Chicago river. It had been tried three sevzlj;
o

times previously, and came on for the fourth time before Ju

Drum : : on block, northeast corner of
mond and a jury in the Larm months prior

Clark and Washington streets, on March i the Tremont

0 the great Chi i Lincoln stopped at 1
cago convention. incoln Stop tle
House, and he nevfr was in Chicago but twice f e, e

Uf the case was Wllllﬂm S JOhﬂSOn VS. '\/VIHIB.H‘I JOI'IE:S and SYI‘JES_

| T ner S. Morris,
'r Marsh. The counsel for the plaintiff were B‘-;ffnfirr defendant

Isaac N. Arnold ai - e tond g g1

. , and John A. Wills. ggins, and
Were Abraham Linco]n{ Samuel W. Fullf‘-;f: Van H. eIr—Iclliflrflzr de-
g[}h:il Van Arnam. The trial closed April 4 by 2V
pubhshed by .T . W. 1§§l their

of attorneys, 1d (Isaac

J:a;““ary, 1846, contains the following list reet; Arno

37 Clark st
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N.) & Ogden (Mahlon D.), 123 Lake street; Brown, He
Andrew J., 126 Lake strect; Brown, John, 9074 ol Strez-r? and
terfield, Justin and ]., Jr., 70 Lake street; Clarke, Henry W t; But-
west corner Clark and Lake streets; Cowles (Alfred) . Bsouth_
(William H.), State Bank building, southwest corner I,a Saj rown
South Water streets; Curtis, James, courthouse, Southwess e and
Randolph and Clark streets; De Wolf, Calvin, 71 Lake S
Dickey, Hugh T., 102} Lake street; Freer, Lemuel Covell SPtI'?Et;
c3 Clark street, opposite City Hotel; Gardiner, Charles, 71 aine,
street ; Gregg, David L., U. S. attorney, 65 Lake S-tl‘eet-’H Lake
(Richard Jones) & Moore (Thomas C.), 59 Clark e EEnlltr:m
Thomas, 51 Clark street, opposite jostothce; Huntington, Aloyne,
08 Lake street; Leary, Albert Green, 53 Clark Shoeet i DOlngo,
10374 Lake street; McDougall, James A., 118 Lake str!eet' Tj\{ I??ldj
Daniel, courthouse basement; Manierre (George) < *\E‘:I Loy,
(George W.), 100 Lake street; Morris (Buckner Sb) & Gre:: e?kﬁl‘
(George W.), 59 Lake street ; Phelps, Pallas Clinto-.n betw 11&00[1
ison and Washington streets; Scarrimon (JJOIlatha Y reen Mad-
(Ngrman B.), 23 Lake street; Skinner, Mark 9% L.)' . J.Udd
] S (i T8V ok e st O
Sl arrabee (Charles R.), 59 Clark street; T P
Burgess) & Ballingall (Patri ) e s _(;Tfesse
Wg}?_low, 123 Lakegstreét : \rVrE?&, %aﬁil:eﬁ?i[fz{;e ’sI’\cII.'igiy, e
5 ol In a very short time the great objective point, and
mong the “sooners” were such me e AR
Dow, Samuel W. Fuller, A. W. A e Melville W. Fuller, 5. b.
ley, William C. Goudy, M. F. T Il D e Ly et
Richard Merricl y, M. I. "T'uley, Lambert Tree, Robert Hervey,
s ck, Joseph P. Clarkson, E. W. T

nam, Emory A. Storrs, Wirt D , E. W. Tracey, John Van
Hitchcock, B. F. Callup. irt Dexter, James M. Walker, Charles
Thomas F. Withrow Jo% Jo A. and George W. Thompson,
Alexander S. Prentiss BHFP' Wilson, E. W. Evans, H. T. Helm.
Farewell, James I, H’in'l{ ’WS trother, Sidney Smith, William W.
with, H. G. Miller, Penov illiam K. McAllister, Corydon Beck-
W. Scott, Georpe o L Sherman, William H. King,

yson, Joseph E. Gary, Henry M. Shepard,

Van H. Hio o
Root, A. M%erl’Iéi'cg le)n 11\41 ' SJIEWE“: John M. Douglass, James P
Hibbard, Robert . ,Bla:;; - whorey, John A. Jamieson, Homer N.

many others. kwell, Henry Frink, Henry S. Monroe, and
Richard

Merrick

W = :

tin POssesse( g?:aioé L tll:ﬂe 4 ]_')Elrtner with COfydOﬂ BEC}{“
o ratorical powers and attained great d1s-

Cﬂry;‘lon B :
_ eckwit :
lawyers that ever ];I_I;C‘;‘fas, without any question, one of the g reatest

1ced at the Chicago bar, aiad he had as worthy

compeers such m
H en as Willj
Henry G. Miller, Jopy A 40 C. Goudy, Wirt Dexter, B. F- AV

o DS, Bidney Smith, Will'TEWEtts Melville W. Fuller, Emory =

lam K. McAllister, A. W. Arringtor:

|
:
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the United States.
William C. Goudy was one of the

and in many respects had no superior. E
around” lawyers. le was one of the best “3

Samuel Snowden Hayes came to th;
soon after his arrival, employed as ¢
Nashville, Tenn., was a Democrat of the
high-toned patriotic gentleman. e wac o:
and again in 1873.  aldsciny

Van H. Higgins became identified with our city and a

of our bar in 1852. He began practice in S S i
: t. Louis in 1844 .
moved to Galena in 1845, where he distinguished himself fbcit }I‘Eg

great industry and wonderful knowledeoe of decided
_ cases,
Henry S. Monroe studied law with tf—Ienry R. Mygaie:t Oxford

Chenango county, N. Y., and was adm;tt '
_ G X, ted to the bar in 1853
came directly to Chicago. He was an excellent trial law A

and vigorous, and was engaged in many celebrated cases

member

yer, strong

Joseph N. Barker studied law in the office of B. S. Morris and

E John J. Brown, and was admitted to the bar March 4, 1848. He
3 took the census of Chicago in 1850 entirely alone, when the city
was found_ to contain 28,250 inhabitants. He established a very

E large admiralty practice and from 1854 to 1860 was the leading

E lawyer in that department. He was at one time associated with

George A. Meech, then with L. H. Hyatt, and then with Judge
Tuley, afterward with H. F. Wait and Ira W. Buel.

John M. Douglass, who came to Chicago in 1856, became the
EEHEI'EEI solicitor of the Illinois Central Railroad company and after-
Ward its president. The Hon. Robert H. McClelland says that he

- Was the deepest thinker and the profoundest lawyer of his time.
B Benjamin F., Ayer belongs to the old regime and is one of the
. oSt accomplished lawyers that ever practiced at the Chicago bar.

T -Qha_rles Hitchcock possessed a wonderfully comprehensive mind.
&nd weighed every question presented him with judicial fairness
e Impartiality. His grasp of legal principles was great and he
- ‘ould enforce his views in the most luminous and logical manner.

"€ Was always calm and self-poised in his way, yet he possessed

i )
=3 -
-

-

.

.}

.

4

¥

- 8reat force. He was a model presiding officer and he display ed
e | very high

- of€at knowledge of parliamentary law. He attained a
"ace at the Chicago bar.

SR T
. . 'K Hawes is another gentleman who was not only well 3”(11
- =YOrably known as a lawyer of distinction, but as an (_:Jratrljééi
power. He graduated from Wilhams College 1n '
aw in the office of Bacon & Aldrich at Worcester, came

._ I'..- 5t % - ‘Vas
*Vest soon after, and went into partnership with H. T. Helm.
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e of the judges of the Superior court in 1880 and regle.
ierllecltggﬁfnbut was ]defeated by the Democratlc'cyclqne which Swte;ci
over the country in 1892, and_ then _engaged In private practice.

Henry T. Helm came to Chicago 1n 1854, when he was admitteg
to the Illinois bar. I—Ie_ entered 1nto part}lershm with George K
Clarke, and soon established. a large bu:smess. Mr. Clarke e
some years since. After that he became in turn a partner of Kjk

Hawes, E. S. Taylor, John L. Manning, A. M. Pence and Walter
Howland.

H. M. Shepard, who was for many years on the Superior court
bench, and later a member of the Appellate court of the First djs.
trict of Illinois, was an accomplished jurist and very able lawyer.
He studied law first with General Divens at Elmira, N. Y., and
afterward with John K. Porter, of Albany. He became a very fine
chancery lawyer and his decisions were characterized by being
broad and well considered.

Judge Gary was elected to the Superior court bench in 1863,
He succeeded Judge Grant Goodrich. Judge Gary not only proved
himself a great judge, but one of the best posted men in his profes-
sion. He presided at the celebrated trial of the anarchists and in
accordance with the verdict of the jury condemned them to death.
No judge ever worked harder or performed greater services on
the bench than Judge Gary.

Henry E. Seelye removed to Chicago in 1850 and commenced
reading law in the office of Morris & Goodrich and was admitted
to the bar in 1852, and from that time to this has pursued the even
tenor of his way.

Robert Rae made insurance and admiralty law a specialty
and at one time did a larger business than any other lawyer at the
bar. In 1882 he went to London and argued a case in the English
Court of Commissions involving a large amount of money, and
was succ-essful. He was employed by the American Board of
Underwnterg and was the first American lawyer that ever appeared
I any case in that court. He settled some 'very interesting coml-
mercial questions of admiralty, and by his researches contributed

ﬁ‘il;];ldt;)e;:ttle the admiralty practice in matters pertaining to oul
exgn);rpﬁl;rB?;tley is _another lawyer of great merit and of the _mgif
remembrgncearalgeel:a‘glho deserves recognition and the most kin” ¥
: e here in the ’50s and established a fine prac

tice, and was not only a gentleman of the highest type, but wa> a

jurist fit to adorn the bench L d awa
or ed aw y
many years ago. any other position. He pass

Fredgrick Hampden
connection, interested

prospered finely,
Some of the most prominent lawyers who died from 1858 to 1867

‘Win_stc}n became very early, through hls
In railroad law and railroad business an

3
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were: Bolton F. Strother, 1862: Andr
D. Wilkinson, 1863; George W. Robef-:;: Eﬁf:&eatligg;biar]em?
e o

B 1857 Solomon M. el wne, 1866 : Henry T,
Every bar has a number of natural-born leader
advocates, skilled trial lawyers, successful *s.rerdict-S
liant orators, anc(li the IShicago bar forms no exce
If anyone wanted to know in olden times what for -
adopt or what pleas to put in in any comnmtéﬁ Ta;f g;:tlon I}?
be told without hesitancy to go for advice to James H Coll.w ou
George W. Lay, the partner of Arnold; to Ezra B McCamS’ ¥

of men, great

getters and bril-
ption to this rule.

i Grant Goodrich, to J. Y. Scammon, or John M. Wilson - org gijrf t’?
should be a complicated matter, coming within the chancéry jjurié-
g diction, 1t would be Collins, or Goodrich, Mark Skinner. George
E Manierre, Hugh T. Dickey, Erastus S. Williams, John Wood-
L bridge, George Meeker, or N. B. Judd; but if a case was to be tried
i and it required skill, shrewdness, adroitness, a knowledge of the
rules of evidence and eloquence, then it was Justin Butterfield,

Thomas Hoyne, E. W. Tracey, E. G. Ryan, Isaac N. Arnold, E. C.
Larned, Buckner S. Morris, or Grant Goodrich, or J. Y. Scammon.
- There were others who were great in their way, but these men were
strong and tried every case with the most wonderful skill and
power. They were at the head of the bar as it existed under the old
regime and most worthily filled the positions universally awarded
~ them, and they could be relied upon in any emergency.
T fadltmn has invested the name of Samuel Lisle Smith with a
- halo of glory. It is claimed that he was possessed of the most ex-
- 'raordinary mental endowments and the highest oratorical powers.
- At first he was likened to Curran or Grattan, but that claim has
- Deen surrendered, and it is now asserted that he was the S. ©.
- trentiss of the Chicago bar and was without a peer. He arose at
ne when effusive speaking, or what is known as stump oratory,
TR TS R T Marshall, Ed Baker
e=eitEs height; when Tom Corwin, lom Marshall, g
- and Henry Clay had been exalted to the very highest places mn the
~ Pantheon of fame, and a great wave of eloquence Wwas sweeping
o TS OSSR TN, (R
-+ LG --“-'3-‘; | _ r g
> Thomas Ford, who had become prominent as la i‘;‘ YE;
it ; . ial cireud s elec
attorney in the Fifth Judicial cireuit, txl,iracircuit. e
judge of the newly created SiX _ .
E e Jadge « first term in Chicago
ith Judge Breese, who held the rst e
e tended from May 23 to June 4,
L e = done durlng that
at a oreat deal of business was i
i _ES then but thil-ty_l-une }76315 q =
ese was th d good attainments as

: : an era
e . This term marks ar
red no one to linger. US| the law business
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steadily, and for the first time the legal fraternity b
€gan

increased
d assume a prominence which had never char -
aclerizeq

to flourish an

the profession before.
The second term of the Circuit court for the year 1835
was, by

arrangement between Ford and Stephen T. Logan, held
great jurist 1n this city. It was not as long aisn tl*;e o lby that
Judge Breese, 1t having begun on the first Monday of OC?E ﬁeld by
~losed on the 11th of that month. There were, accordi i,
most authentic accounts, 103 civil suits on the dt;cket 76ng to the
were disposed of. 'The number of people’s cases w:;ls 3701[-13thh
glfl 'E[lﬁeesi_ wereb a?ilq?tdpfrso%s wlllo had been summoned ’to lgterwlg?a
ury, but railed to OD€ t : *'
L y the summons; two were fined $5
In 1837 Cook county became a par
| ¢ part of the Seve 113
John Pearsomn, of Danville, was elected judge. I‘ilélt}l:aglr]sult and
mitted to the bar December 5, 1833, and his reputation as elell ad-
gli‘s suchbthat his appointment was considered an insult to tie 2? i
icago bar, and was most vigorousl .
R T VIg y resented from the very first
ourts in Cook county had, b - '
the May term, 1837 = et M e | the opening of
g &at o ! become greatly crowded and the Circuit court
Sl 111;& more than 700 cases on its docket
meeting '
B el g of the Twelfth General Assembly, February 10
’ judges of the nine circuits leoi ’
and five additional judges were add dwere egislated out of office
were to do all the Circuit court ba o i el £
Supreme court at the capitol e T i e
Theophilus W ' P each year. By this arrangement
; philus W. Smith was assigned to th g s
cged Cool conit S o the Seventh circuit, which
: unty, and he opened the spri -
orH1841 toward the close of April s B L
cle also held the fall term, but when : :
spring term for 1842 arrived en the time for holding the
- or 1842 arrived he w - 5
cordingly a special as too ill to hold court, and ac-
e pecial term was called for Jul . )
ephen A. Douglas, com e uly, which was held by
cmlj_; time that i\fﬁ*. ]jouu-lz:;]enc”‘g July 18,_ 1842. 'T‘his was the
SmPlt]} resigned Decembzr 2661’%4}’1)&1(1 court in this county. J udge
rior to the year 18 i
Beaubien and Alexandi: %{f {:abms of John Kinzie, Jean Baptiste
what is now Cook count T? cott were the temples of justice 10
Y- 1e house in which Kinzie 2dministered

Justice wa g >
interesectiznbtgét ;\_}‘10‘1{/9“13}, Jean Baptiste Point de Sable, near the
erty of Jean Bapt; rth Wat?r‘ and Rush streets, became ’the prop-
Enlareed by Kinsie le Mai in 1796 and of John Kinzie in 180
1812 Beaubien ;Izlzrlfl;athe house came down intact to 1833. In
river bank, at the f sed the LE_EE cabin on the lake shore, OF old
if he ever held courtoc;;c of Madison street, but it is questionﬂble
purchased from Co tt = ol i fDI‘, n 1817, he moved into a housé€,
and in 1823 into tﬂ ractor Dean, at the foot of Randolph street,
e United States factory, which he Pu]_"ChﬂSE’d
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from the Americah Fur company for $500.

.?._ e app(?inted justice of the peace in 1825 and th

nome until 1840.  Dr. Wolcott, appointed just; g

| court at Cobweb castle, on the southwest corner of Stat

Water streets, from 1828 to 1830,_when death releaseil?iiﬂ?gg
| further judicial service; and so with the other justices who suc-

‘. ceeded them, the home, office or store formed the court room for
years.

When Cook county was attached to the Fifth Tudicial cirer:
in Febrgary, 1.831, a term of court was ordered to b’L hel:-_l inCICr{;I;lli
] county in April and a fall term in September, 1831. Under this

3 order the court 1s said to have been held in a room on the first
floor of the brick building of Fort Dearborn on September 6, 1831
In 1832 Judge Young arrived with two circuit riders of t}ile bar‘
bringing the news that the Sacs and Foxes were on the warpathf
He came to hold court, but there is no record of the spring term
being ever held. The same year the commissioners authorized the
sheriff to rent rooms from John Kinzie for court purposes, but
there 1s not a record to show that the September term was opened.
In May, 1833, Judge Young opened court, but no one knows more
about the location or the business transacted, while the same must
be written of the fall term, which the late Thomas Hoyne asserted
- was duly held.
- Meantime the new justices of the peace, such as "Squire Harmon,
- ntroduced a new fashion in the matter of location by selecting one
- or other of the favorite taverns as a court room, the Green Tree
: on the northeast corner of Canal and Lake street, being
- Harmon’s principal rendezvous. This fashion was so well estab-
- lished by the spring of 1834 that when Judge Young arrived in

)

T

- May he did not hesitate to preside in an unfinished room of Dexter
raves' tavern, known as the Mansion house, which occupied the
f the building now known as 84-86 Lake street. His Honot
relocate in the fall, for court was held m an unfinished

m on Dearborn street nearer Water than Lake street. In
el O for it purposes. The

S present Sherman house, was used for court purposes =~
house, though built in 1834, was moved and removed, anc

oh usage to which it was
: f the Circuit court, rendered it as unsafe and un
nicipal court was inaugurated in 1837 at

gl twasumugu side of L.ake street ncar

the city officers took

them came the Munici-

sl
_ B . - o ? s $ B, £ -

*f First Presbyterian chu rch, on Clark street, north
' subjected while given
devoid of taste and architectural expressioll.
stood on the north b

the Salot on the southeast cot
a block

M1 s
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In 1835 a one-story and basement county building wagq
on the southwest corner of Clark and Randolph streets of Which
the main floor was dedicated to court purposes and the basement to
the uses of the ordinary business of the county. In 1845 the Legis-
lature enacted a law providing that four terms of the County coyrt
of Cook county should be held and making it mandatory ‘on the
commissioners to provide a suitable courtroom; for the judges con.
plained of the accommodations in the Chapman building, on Rap.
dolph street and Fifth avenue, which was used from 1840 to 1842
and of the room i1mprovised out of the clerk and recorder’s offices
in 1844. The erection of the Market building in the center of
State street, fronting on Randolph, in 1848, was to accommodate
the city courts and offices, rather than offer any hospitality to the
county judges; but more than once the original idea was set aside
and the courts of record held therein. In 1853 the city and county
erected a building on the public square, on the third story of which
was the courtroom—an elegant apartment for that time—and
herein the Circuit and kindred courts were held until the fire of
1871 reduced the room and building to ruins.

When the first Federal court was opened here by Judge Pope in
July, 1848, the office of George W. Meeker, or rather his vacant
storeroom, on Lake street east of Dearborn, was considered the
most available place for holding court. In July, 1849, court was
held in the office of Buckner S. Morris, and again in the Saloon
butlding, until 1857, when a regular courtroom was established
in the Larmon building, on the corner of Clark and Washington
streets.  In 1360 the Federal building, on the site of the present
First National bank, was completed and there the sessions of the
court were held until October, 1871, when fire destroyed the house.
Temporary quarters were then obtained in Congress hall, on Michi-
gan avenue and Congress street, but the fire of 1874 destroyed that
building, and, to insure agamst future disappointments and losses,

thg courts took shelter in the Mutual Life Insurance company s
building on La Salle street, leaving the restored Federal building
to be dedicated to theatrical purposes. In April, 1880, the judges
entered the “new Federal building.” Tt may be added that priof
to 1853 the courtroom of the pioneer courthouse of the county Was

sometimes offered to the Federal judges and the offer accepted on @
few occasions. |

The old Criminal
Pleted in 1873 and th
nal courthouses were

€rected

Court building on the North side was com-
C€réin courts were held until the modern crinil

completed. The Circuit, Superior, County and
F'robate courts occupied the County building aftéjr 1881-82. After

;}h?ddf_estructmn of the old courthouse in the great fire, courts Wff

€ld m the West Side High School building until January, 1872,
when the temporary house known as “The Rookery.” on the south-
€ast corner of Adams and I.a Salle streets, was cbmpletecl. For
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ters of Cook county were, under an act of Jap.

Thg plr gggteiﬁ%te hands of probate judges chosen by the GE11Jeral
fry v, who held office during “‘good behavior™ or until they
hssefg rgéign- The first probate judge thus appointed by the Gen.
; OluAgsemb-ly was Richard J. Hamilton. He served from February,
i?.’ﬂ to the latter part of 1835, when he was succeeded by Isaac
Harrilon. In 1837 a new order of things was inaugurated and the
probate judges were elected by the people. Charles V. Dyer was
the first judge to occupy the bench under the new condltlon_s, " He
was elected in January, 1837, and was followed by Walter K1mball,
Mahlon D. Ogden, and Thomas Hoyne, whose term expired in

1849. iy
With the establishment of the County court that organization was

invested with all probate authority and the judges were elected for
a term of four years. This continued until 1877, when, under the
new Constitution of 1870, it was provided that county courts should
be courts of record and have original jurisdiction i1 all matters of
probate. This Constitution also made provision for the establish-
ment of a Probate court, which was done, and Joshua C. Knicker-
bocker was its first judge.

It will thus be seen that the Probate court and the County court
of Cook county were practically the same until the divorcement, 1n
1877, under the new Constitution. But, besides these matters of es-
tates and wills, the new County court established under the Con-
stitution of 1848 had jurisdiction over all matters relating to taxes
and revenue; the transaction of county business; insanity and 1n-
solvent cases; the appointment of conservators for lunatics, idiots,
glrunkards, and spendthrifts. At different times, subsequently, some
important changes have been made in the province of this court,
which will be referred to in their proper order. As it was, however,
in the early day of its establishment, the matters over which it had
jurisdiction show it was an organization of vast importance, and
one which has played a prominent part in the judicial history of
Cook county and of the great metropolis of the West.

The first judge of the County court proper was Henry L. Rucker
He was elected to office in 1849 and served two terms. Judge
Rucker had been before the people for a number of years. He had

held the office of Justice of the peace, and he achieved no little prom-

inence from cases arising fr ' | g
om the famous beer riots in the sprills
of 1855. The saloon fac 5

oon faction interested in this fight contended that
€ Cfl{"ﬂlt}allan indictment was necessary, and that
the jurisdiction of a Police court. Justice Rucker

ad th? right to try the cases, and, while this I-'natter
d, feeling' ran so high that a riot was precipltated,

S serious results.

JUdgE RUCkEI"S fir ' - 1
mness during th 1t1 as warinl y
commended and his reputation g those exciting days w ‘

as a sound and able judge was !t

as the cases wer
they were out of
claimed that he h
was being settle
with more or le
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eased. He was undoubtedly one of th

gook county at that time, and this beingesg essti*oir;bf tfe lztl“t}f?rs in
& business pf the County_ court 1s no doubt one P"im;r El-:; or in the
his selection as county judge. There was one custom yl. eag?n for
2 that time, followed by both Judge Rucker and his succpeszva:l ing at
has been _rather severely criticised. The custom was that o?’ WE‘ICI]
out certain classes of papers upon which the county judee m making
- and the collection of a fee for doing it. In the light ogf theust ll?ass_
3 days it does certainly look absurd for a man in the capaciie afte1
e lawyer to draw up certain instruments for which, if they are ya{;seﬁ

| 98 ypon by the county judge, he 1s to receive a fee, and have the fount

- judge and the lawyer be one and the same individual. But tha)f[
I-:f:__;'_ custom, as well as some others which laid this court open to severe

censure, has long ago been abolished.
The insolvent debtor law, as it stood at that time, afforded the
best opportunities for the practice of abuses. There was not, previ-
ous to 1877, any statute providing for voluntary assignmeﬁts. It
was an easy matter then to have a man arrested for debt, and have
him thrown into prison. Advantage was taken of this, and it was
no uncommon thing to have a small army of debtors arrested on
Saturday afternoon, the hope of the creditor being that, in order not
to be locked up in jail over Sunday, some extra effort would be made
to settle matters. Great injustice was often done, and the fact that
the law has practically become inoperative through disuse is per-
- haps the best and strongest argument against it as a just and wise
- measure. At least, the liberal Constitution in favor of personal
- liberty has had much to do with the dying out of the earlier form

S e

e hf. insolvent debtor law.
- William T Barron was the successor of Judge Rucker. He was
ted in November, 1857, and served until 1861. Judge Barron

t only a popular member of the bar on account of his social

e

;buthe was an able lawyer, and filled the position of county

e

with the greatest credit to himself and to the entire satis-
of all with whom he had to deal. Nothing of any great
Ice occurred during his term of office. 'The business of the

eased in volume, particularly mn connection with probate

i 1‘ !
No

that it is the only county 1in
n law of 1885 and

te of Illinois having adopted this ele.ctio |
‘a separate Probate court. By reading the Synopsis of the
on law in the books it will be seen that an enormous e
into the hands of the judge of the County court of Cook
Je, a single individual, practically controls the qleqt1011§,
hoose as COMINISSIONErs
person, who may have

‘a Republican, he can ¢
he may be called a

o be
= +'3!_L.
e selection of a Re-

1$ peculiar in this y

] i.;:' ik N _ t] -
e Democrat, and one othel
SR . ) '

blican t@ﬂdﬁﬂci es, thoug h

£

e il

This would, of course, mean th

-
Y 1
1 ="\



239 HISTORY OF COOK COUNTY

publican clerk of the board, anil he 1s 1tn hlmfseli, by reason of the
pPOWErs placed 1n his hands b}" AW, a S If‘ﬂg dClor 1n any politicy]
contest. In a word, the election law of 18835 is the lever of the
political engine, and the clerk of the Board of Election comm
ers is the engineer, with his hand upon th_e 1ever. .

The County court of Cook county as it is to-day is one of {,
most important judicial institutions in the county. Its duties de-
mand talents of the highest order. The sa_lal:y of $7,000 per year
which is in the hands of the county commissioners to lessen or .
crease, as they choose, is none too large. The men who are fit 1,
occupy this ‘bench should be too high, both in probity and ability,
to devote their time for any small sum of money. The future of
the County court of Cook county 1s great.

By act, passed in 1849, the title of the county court was change(
to that of the Cook County Court of Common Pleas and the terms
of said court were changed to the first Mondays of February and
September in each year.

And 1t was further enacted that the Cock County Court of Com-
mon Pleas and the Circuit court of Cook county shall have equal
and concurrent jurisdiction in all cases of misdemeanor arising
under the criminal laws of this State, and in all cases of appeals
from justices of the peace arising or instituted within said county
of Cook, and that all appeals from justices may be taken to which-
ever of said courts the term of which shall be held next after such
appeal shall have been applied for and taken.

Judge Dickey resigning, Giles Spring was elected judge of said
court, and began holding court April 14, 1849 : he died on the 15th
of May, 1851. Upon his death Mark Skinner was elected judge,
Emf_l acted as such until 1853, declining to be reélected on account
of 1ll-health.

It may be noted that on the 7th day of February, 1853, the Cook
County Court of Common Pleas occupied the new courthouse the
first term. On the 4th day of April, 1853, John M. Wilson was
elected judge of said court, Walter Kimball clerk, and Daniel Mc-
llroy prosecuting attorney. In 1857 Judge Wilson and Walter
Kimball were respectively reélected judge and clerk of said court.

In the year 1859 a new act was passed by the Legislature of Il
E?lihwmch took effect February 21, 1859, in and by which the titic
was ceh::l}u;zl IEHOTFH as the Cook County Court of Common Plizﬁ
thre:&:“jus‘ti::esg a?l:detlhzin&g& t_hat S e COH;IP Djf]riﬂg‘
the time for which he 1531;‘:?;? judge of said court shall, e

ed, be one of the judges O

ii?c}it'; that on the first Tuesday of April, 1859, an election e

= lélu(logk county, at which there shall be chosen two judges ID;

ol perior court, who shall severally hold their offices for .t]
wing time, to-wit: The PErson receiving the greatest oY
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By act approved March 4, 1837
celates to the establishment of courts of pr

counties in this State is repealed, to take effect _
day in August. The second section SCt atter the first Mop.

election shall be helc[ on the first Mond
Monday in August m the year 1839 and on the
August every four years thereafter, for the purpos
additional _“]ustlce of t.he. peace for each county, to he stvy]

way of eminence and Fhstumtion a probate justi cﬂ’ o sty ecL by
their respective counties. Th}'s probate justice of the p[éz?;e of
given the same jurisdiction as justices of the peace and was to 1:{?2
jurisdiction 1n all cases of debt or assumpsit where eEeCuth: e

administrators shall be party plaintiff or defendant, when th
claimed to be due does not exceed $1,000. o Mo

Richard J. Hamilton was the first judge of probate for Cook
county. Isaac Harmon held the office of probate judge from Octo-
ber, 1835, to March, 1837. He was one of Chicago’s respected pio-
neers, and performed the duties of the office with fidelity and as any
good business man would have done.

Dr. Charles V. Dyer was probate judge from March, 1837, until

December of that year. Walter Kimball had the “honor and dis-
: tinction” of being the first probate justice of the peace ever elected
et m Cook county.
- Mahlon D. Ogden was elected probate justice of the peace, and
~ served from September, 1839, to September, 1847. He was a
- brother of William B. Ogden, a gentleman of liberal education, and
- graduated at Trinity College, Geneva, N. Y., in 1832.

= “"‘”urmg the first thirty years of the existence of the State the
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"

this jurisdiction was exercised by the County Commissioners’ courts,
en by a Probate court, which was abolished four times by legisla-

i
o et
0 Pl eriers. o 14
L

e act and a similar court created, the principal object appearing
2 to get rid of the judges who were elected by the General As-

-

and were to hold their office during good hehavior, and con-

y could not be removed from office except by impeachment
ing the courts over which they presided. This jurisdiction
| December,

3
.

d by the probate justices of the peace from
cember, 1840

e

tution of 1848 provided for the creation of a C_ount}l:
of the State, which should have J.umdl;tloln ?e

ers, and from December, 181;19,]311;1“1 ff T
ame in the Stat n of 1870, the General

;,,; ¥ e 6. of the Constitutio R ¥
for the establishment of a Probate cot i E:Elfc
.+ 50.000, and for the Electlo}ll‘t ? E;
allOoll O1 OV =1 ' s that O
term of offic ould be the same as
erm of office sh 1 at the same time and
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in the same manner. Said courts, when established, should have

iginal jurisdiction of all probate matters, S}Ettlement of estateg of
gg:téased persons, the appointment of guardians and conservators,
and settlement of their accounts in all matters relating to apprentices
and in cases of the sales of real estate of deceased persons for the

ts.

pa{ﬂigtr Cglic;egection of thg C_onstitution in 1877 -the Genergl As-
sembly passed an act establishing Probate courts in all counties of
the State having a population of 100,000 or more, providing that
the probate judges should be elected at the same time and for the
same terms as the county judges in the Stat_e. In 1881_th13 act was
so changed as to establish Probate courts n all counties having a
population of 70,000 or more. The first time the question of the
constitutionality of the act establishing Probate courts under the
Constitution of 1870 came before the Supreme court, it decided the
are to be unconstitutional, but upon a rehearing by a divided court
it held that the act was constitutional. (See Knickerbocker vs. The
People, ex rel.,, 102 Ill., 218 Klokke vs. Dodge, 103 1l1., 12.‘3.) It
was also held, upon the establishment of a Probate court in a par-
ticular county, the County court of such county “i1s at once, by oper-
ation of law, deprived of its jurisdiction in matters of probate and
all other matters upon which Probate courts are given jurisdiction,

and that the jurisdiction of the Probate court is exclusive.”

In 1854 Calvin de Wolf was elected a justice in the South Town,
and flled the office continuously, by elections and appointments,
for more than a quarter of a century. He came to Chicago in an

early day, was admitted to the bar and was a partner at one time
of the late I.. C. P. Freer |

The justices in 1857 were Isaac L. Milliken, Calvin de Wolf,
C. L. Diehl, J. A. Hoisington, and L. H. Davis for the South Town;
Franklin Thwing, Charles H. J. Muller, S. B. Vernon, W. H. Stick-
ney, and August Brunning for the North Town; Caleb D. Fitz,
William Windoes, C. H. Barnum, Hiram H. De Mary, and Austin
D._ Sturtevant for West Chicago. Of the above named, Justices
Milliken, de Wolf, Diehl, Hoisington, Muller, Stickney, Barnum,
and Sturtevant were serving in 1865, with J. Summerfield, Aaron

Haven, Charles McDonnell. Nicholas Berdell, and John M. Moore
for the South Town; John G. Rommeis, John Cuthbertson, Edward

Kehoe, John Atwater and Owen Dougherty for the North Town,
and Nathan Allen,

H. B, West
TU‘\VI’I. In 1870 J-u Ruger? and W. el HEISSE’ for the

stices Milliken, de Wolf, Hoisington, Stickney,
Dﬂugherty, Sturtevant,

udicial 1 : and Moore were yet in the harness of petty
;Il‘l icial life, with James Winship and Henry Arnold in the South
own, John §, Quinn, Peter I, Hawkinson, and S. J. Dresser in

the North Town . and August K ; q
S 3 rat ‘ I er, arn
C_reorgg Sitts in the Westh ovatts, Andrew FEnzenback

OWn.  Many of the justices up to this
time, some of whom were then in office, were men of learning, 1n-
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teority, and honor, and' conscientiously admingcter A
dtiies in accordance with the Evidem}é al‘lgn‘?}lztﬁi; i{jrl their judicial

Wolf, Stickney, and Brown were lawyers. L il ]igiter, De
dImne one

.fter the expiration of his term. Isaac I,. Milliken had served
one

term as mayor of the city of Chicago. Sturtevant had =
cipal for years of one of our public schools, and therce buer:?ea Sl e
of equal ability and probity. Notwithstanding these ‘[1‘1&1‘&01&::‘-2

the Banyons and O’Malleys.
Peoria county, including the region of Chicago, was set A

from Fulton county January 13, 1825, and on the same d i
Crocker and John Kinzie were confirmed by the State Sen;t}:z itl;;?

tices of the peace for the new county. John Kinzie was not com
- missioned, however, until July 28, 1825. He was, therefore no;
only the first resident justice in Chicago, but one of the first con-
firmed for Peoria county. It is doubtful whether he received any

commission under his former appointment.

Alexander Wolcott and Jean Baptiste Beaubien were made jus-
tices of the peace September 10, 1825, and they and Kinzie were
judges of election in the Chicago precinct December 27, 1825. Jus-
. tices were made elective by the law.

o John S. C. Hogan was elected July 24, 1830, and commissioned
October 9, 1830, and Stephen Forbes was elected November 25,
1830. Chicago was still in Peoria county. After the organization
- of Cook county by act of January 15, 1831, four justices of the
- peace were elected for Cook county. Only one, William See, was
‘a resident of Chicago; another, Archibald Clybourn, did not reside
PSR mG}maga at that day, although what was then his farm is now
- within the city limits. Russell E. Heacock was commissioned jus-
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i i September 10, 1831, and was probably the first
- Justice before whom trials were held in Chicago. Isaac Harmon
s elected June 4, 1832, probably to succeed Justice See. Justice
cock and Justice Harmon, so far as can be learned, served until
st, 1835, and Harmon was reélected August 9, 1835, for four
ars. John Dean Caton, who subsequently served for several years
ipreme court bench with honor and distinction, was elected
f the peace July 12, 1834 and served more than a year
city. William E. Casey was elected justice of the peace
835, but did not serve long. .
)y August, 1827, justices were nominated by the HousT
tives, confirmed by the Senate, and commissionec
or. The act of December 30, 1826, repealed the act

1819, and the county commissioners were oirde.red
= than two or more than eight justices districts
X LAl LVV L ) ces Of the peace “I_rere

at was IOCHtEd,

office was four

i

d in each district two justi
in that in which the county S€

o three justices. The term of

- successor qualified.
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Tn May, 1827, justices’ jurisdiction was again extended tq nclude
cases of assault and of assault and battery. In 1833 the Legis]a-
ture, recognizing that some of the justices were irresponsible and
conducted their official duties not in a judicial manner, required ,
bond for not only faithful performance ot dut}f, but also for an exact
accounting of all moneys passing through his hands as justice of
the peace. e

The act of January 15, 1831, establishing Cook county, led tq its
organization on March 8, that year, when J. S. C. Hogan, as Justice

-of the peace, administered the oath of office to the three members
of the Commissioners’ court. Under the new order of affajrs the
election of justices was carried out according to law, and for many
years the system was quite satisfactory.

By an act approved February 27, 1845, justices of the peace were
to be elected after August, 184/, for two years only. This act was
repealed by act approved February 12, 1849,

Among the justices who held office here prior to the ¢reation of
the three towns in 1851 and subsequent to the repealing act just
referred to were L. C. Kercheval, I,. O. Doolittle, H. L. Rucker,
and H. Magee, each of whom filled the office prior to 1849 and
after 1851.

The act providing for township organization in force April 1,
1851, provided that counties might at any of their annual elections
vote for or against township organizations, and that whenever town-
ship organizations were adopted by a county the County court should
appoint three commissioners, residents of the county, to divide the
county into towns, and each town should elect two justices of the
peace. On the first election after the act went into force Cook
county voted to adopt township organizations, and Chicago was
divided into towns of South Chicago, North Chicago, and West Chi-
Cago, and two justices were elected in each town

Under this act H. I.. Rucker, I,. C. Kercheval 'S. J. Lowe, E. A.
Howe, and V. A. Boyer meted out justice in the South Town,
Ammon Moon and Jeremiah H. Sullivan in the West Town, and

E 1 D_ Aymar and Ache Kasson in the North Town. In 1852-3
i Justices Howe, KKercheval, and Boyer were still on the South Town
;:H | bench, Peter Duffey and Owen McCarthy were on the bench of the

North Town, and Ammon Moon and J. H. Sullivan on that of the
West Town.

In compliance with the Constitution the Legislature, at its next
eeting, by act approved and in force March 30, 1871 (amended
bY act of March 25, 1875), provided that on or before the first of
April and ¢very four years thereafter that the justices of the peace,
C“'C}Ht, Superior and County courts of Cook county, a majority of

| __the Justices concurring therein, should recommend to the Governor
S Seven ﬁt and competent persons to fill the office of justice of the
n ﬂpeace m ,th'e town of WESt Chicagc); also seven ft and compEtent

g
i




tice of the peace in the Town of North
thus recommended the Governor shall pom: » and the persons

the advice and consent of the Senat

elected concurring by “yeas” and “nave” i
peace in and for each of said towns r}éssp?gczzlzﬁ: I}ta#ft-lces of the
Governor rejects any PETSon recommended, or tﬁe Sen”; case the
to confirm any persons nominated, the Governor shall a'fi refuz_:,es
of such rejection. Later the Municipal courts of Chif:im3 i
seded the old justice court system, which had tallen into %? i
The office of police magistrate was abolished i the cit lsorfe p&?'
cago by igle Qonst1t1_1tmn of 1870. The office of police jus};ices crel:
21?:11]23; ;:a:elety ordinances are filled by the appointment of justices
The judges of Cook county, in obedience to the ahove require-
ments, recommended to the Governor as the first justices o%f the
peace under the new order of things for the South Town, A. H
Banyon, N. B. Boyden, Charles B. Doggett, Calvin de Wolf ]'
1 Charles Haines, S. C. Hinsdale, Charles Drandorff ; for the Nc;rtl;
3 Town, Thomas Cannon, Robert C. Hammill, Henry A. Kaufman
| Franz Rolle, Peter I.. Hawkinson: for the West Town, Henry Sf
E Austin, Max Eberhardt, Daniel Scully, John Van Woutd, A. D.
- Sturtevant. While most of the above appointments met with the
approbation of the bar and the community, some were neither fit
nor competent, and it is putting it mild to say there was much disap-

.

- pomtment felt by those who had hoped for better things. During
- the term of office for which the above were appointed some of the
- most unfit for the position did the greatest amount of business.
- 1hey were known as “plaintiff’s justices.”
-~ In 1875 the South Town justices were Calvin de Wolf, John
- Summerfield, Peter Foote, Joseph Pollock, George A. Meech, Lo-
D. Wallace and J. Charles Haines; the West Town were Daniel
, Alvin Salisbury, Max Eberhardt, Orlin P. Ingersoll, Red-
heridan, A. I.. Morrison and C. R. Matson, while the North

os were H. A. Kaufman, W. H. Robinson, Martin

ec
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J. F. de Wolf and R. C. Hammill. In 1879 there were
for the South Town D. Harry Hammer, John S“mmfg'
, Peter Foote, Joseph Pollock, George A. Meech, Logan
ace and Hardin B. Brayton ; for the West Town, DBI‘”I":-;4 'so};;
lax Eberhardt, Orlin P. Ingersoll, Alex : mt:rl an
Mateon, and for the North Town, H. C. Rauire
binson, John M. Wilson, Henry Hudson ar

S
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B Spointments for the South Town Were TE Drl?daeech,

‘B Bravton D. Harry Hammer, Qeorge h SR
& T.ste and Randall H. White ; for the

- [
A" Pl it e 'I,- 4 145 :":H "
I . 'I 1 S .rl x :-,_": -‘._;L-_."' .." ,'r_ i i 40y, ;
i 1 ."‘.::ll h- E-I;?‘:.i . ¥ et e 2
; e !';;'lp..'._"-' 'I:‘:""u IS i |
BRI I Aol [ = 1 7 7
T e el S e e e T e i



240 HISTORY OF COOK COUNTY

.| Scully, Charles W. Woodman, Max Eberhardt,
Town Were ersoll, Francis C. Russell, Charles J. White, Edward
Firsllqlgr énd for thé North Town were Charles Arnd, Louis Kistler,

; d George Kersten. ‘
JO?E ?ééals;iieanwere apbpointed for the South Town Hardin B.

Brayton, D. Harry Hammer, David T Lyor,llihRandag I%'_?hltef
John K. Prindiville, Robert W. Smith and Thomas B. Bradwell;
for the West Town, ]?aniel Scully, Max Eberl}ardt, Charles J.
White, James Doyle, Michael A. Le Roy and ]arms‘Blume, and for
the North Town, George Kersten, L. C. Hamberger, Judson F.
and Thomas Sweeney. |

YO%EEjustices in 1891 for the South Town were ngd;n_ B. Era}r-
ton, David J. Lyon, Randall H. White, John K. E-n‘ndmlle“,ﬁ-;. 1
Glennon, Thomas Bradwell, M. R. M. Wallace, ‘Nl_lham S. Everett
and George R. Foster; for the West Town, Da_mel Scully, Max
Eberhardt, Charles J. White, James M. Doyle, Michael A. Le Roy,
Jarvis Blume, Charles W. Woodman, Olof F. Stevenson and James
C. Dooley; and for the North Town, George Kersten, L. C. Ham-
berger, Daniel L. Wheeler, Walter J. Gibbons and Charles Hoglund.

In March, 1849, James H. Woodworth, elected mayor for a sec-
ond term that year, suggested to the council the expediency of es-
tablishing ““T'he Mayor’s court.” The reasons set forth were sub-
stantially that Chicago, being on the high-road between the kast
and West, a class of citizens found their way here who had no
regard for the rights of property or the precepts of the law, and
that such a condition called for a well regulated police force and
court for the arrest and trial of violators of the ordinances. In
accordance with this suggestion, the court was established and
opened on April 26, 1849, under authority given in the charter.
In 1851 this court fell into disuse, during the administration of
Mayor Gurnee, but was revived in April, 1853, by Mayor Charles
M. Gray, who had a room fitted up in the southeast corner of the
courthouse. It is said that next to the old municipal court, the
mayor’s court was the most useful and best administered ever known
in Chicago. The incumbent of the office made it a point to be just 11
all cases, and there were very few instances recorded where his
decisions were reversed. T'he business of the court was carried on
In a business-like way, for the mayor, personally and officially, en-
forced a strict observance of judicial forms and would not tolerate

the indecent language or ugly customs heard or followed in the other
courts of the period.

The Recorder’s court was established under the act of February
12, 1853, with the same civil and criminal jurisdiction as the Circuit
court, except treason and murder, and cases where the amount 11-
volved exceeded $100. Robert S. Wilson was the first judge and,
though his qualifications were questioned, after holding the position
for almost a year, the Supreme court decided that his election and
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